BOROUGH  OF  B R I D G V/  A T E R 

Interim  Annual  Report 
of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


To  the  Mayor.  Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough 
of  Bridgwater. 

Mr.  Mayor^  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  GO  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  51st.  December,  1940. 

In  consequence  of  the  war  and  on  the  instructions 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  this  is  an  interim  report 
only.  Records  are  being  carefully  preserved  in  order 
that  a full  report  can  be  given  at  some  future  date. 

Dl  i_G..__Wj^_Haryey_Bir  d . 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I have  to  record 
the  death  on  15th.  December,  1940  of  Dr.  G.  \V.  Harvey 
Bird  who  had  held  the  Office  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  from  Ist.  August,  1925  until  his  death. 

The  Town  Council  having  decided  in  conjunction  with 
the  Somerset  County  Council  and  the  Bridgwater  Rural 
District  Council  to  appoint  a full  time  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  I have  been  appointed  in  a temporary 
capacity  until  such  appointment  has  been  made. 

Infectious  Diseases . 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  cases  notified 
during  1940 . 

CISEASBS_iigT  I FI  ED_DURING  _1 940 . 


Total  Cases 
notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Isolat.  Hosp. 

Diphtheria. 

4 

4 

Scarlet  Fever. 

59 

46 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

11 

1 

Pneumonia. 

9 

- 

Erysipelas . 

5 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

1 

- 

Cerebro-.spinal  Fever. 

1 

- 

Measles . 

117 

- 

Whooping  Cough. 

1 

JL 

- 

The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  are  approx- 
imately double  that  for  last  year  but  on  the  other  hand 
Measles  notifications  have  dropped  from  221  to  117. 

It  is  ;.u..ea3ing  to  report  th^t  ‘^'^th  the  number  of  cases 
of  Tuber culcsi...  and  the  number  of  death.s  has  again 
c ecreut-  ed . There  is  still  a great  incre^.se  in  the 
nu’Ttbei  of  cases  of  Scabies^  Impetigo,  and  Pediculosis 
as  compared  vath  pre-war  years.  The  provision  of  a 


cleansing,  station  at  the  old  Isolation  Hospital  will 
provide  very  \'/elconie  facilities  for  the  treatment  of 
these  cases. 

Infant  Mortality . 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
total  21  as  compared  v.dth  I9  during  1999.  Although  the 
figures  are  not  yet  available  I am  of  the  opinion  that 
the  number  of  births  has  greatly  increased  so  that  the 
infant  mortality  rate  should  show  a decrease  on  last 
years  figure. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation . 

The  apathy  of  parents  tov\^ards  the  Diphtheria 
Immunisation  Scheme  is  passing  and  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  the  number  of  applications  received  greatly 
increased.  A comprehensive  scheme  for  the  treatment 
of  children  of  school  age,  in  conjunction  vdth  the 
County  Council  Scheme  for  infants,  has  been  prepared 
and  t the  time  of  writing  this  report  I am  pleased  to 
state  that  the  progress  made  is  highly  satisfactory. 

Housing . 

The  Housing  situation  in  the  Borough  is,  as  a 
result  of  evacuation  and  the  influx  of  v/orkers  and 
refugees,  getting  somewhat  acute.  Only  three  cases  of 
Overcrowding  Vvere  reported  as  compared  with  six  cases 
abated  but  it  is  quite  possible  that  a number  of  other 
cases  of  slight  overcrov;ding  exist,  which  under  present 
conditions  it  would  be  impossible  to  abate. 

sr  _Supp.l  y . 

The  Water  Supply  for  the  Borough  has  been  adequate 
and  the  monthly  samples  have  proved  that,  after  treatment, 
the  bacteriological  condition  has  been  quite  satisfactory. 
Steps  have  been  taken  in  conjunction  v/ith  the  Rural 
District  to  improve  the  standard  of  the  rav\f  water  entering 
the  reservoirs. 


I am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  COATES, 

Acting  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 


— oOo — 


